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direct Contzml of DOE’S WCle= weapons buKQ4tcxpCY, the
potential for confMct of interest is graatly eona.acade%OU

are to be conm=dd for mm prom t follow-q to the
?.recoutmendatiow of the Sectiax.ia Panel for the %n31uation

of Zpidemioloqlcal R@%eaz!Ch ActidtkhS (=E~) WhiCh, mng
other tM..ngs , =Ommended that the Mrald-1 Isklds
enrimxuuental and health research Pmgmm be taken out of
DOE*s Defense Programs and *ansfe* te the new Office of
Health and Ercvixonment.However, this ~ 2Ai.sesseveral
important qwStiOfW Ud ~t=titiy S-t- problems
regarding the CXWiib%~~ of the WE and the United States h
the PaeiflcBasin region.

It is my understanding that “SafequamiC“ was one of
four Gafegwuds recommended by the Joint Chiefs of Staff
before congress in 1963. u -CeSSarY for the i.=plemeatatioa
of the IJJnxt- N=% - meaty. - capability under
“Safeguanl C“ to cowhwt mcl-r w-pona tests b the “: *
atmosphere-a f bst &ttd* by the Atom*c BnWWY ComfssLon
and the Defense Department in 1965.

Ovez the MS, tlds ctkwi~w m - Upg&d@ “
through the ~a~ ltuclear -t --sS PrO$ZAm , &waverf
the sta4xa of this program curxently and at the time of the
1982 memo to Seaxta.ry Edwards is unhcnna to me. In this
regard, did the DOE bam a nuclear test readine- ping—ram in

the MarshallIsla.ndsat the tie of * 1982 memo? USO, is
tkre & cnxrent cmtingawy to resume atmoqheric nuclear
weapons tests im (a)the Marshdl Ishnds} and (b)other
locatZonS? Does the UnXted Stateshave funding,maqmwer and
mate2ielcurrentlycommLttedto the imp16mu3ntationof
‘safeguardC?” If so, .pl@asespecify.

ObviouslT~ DOE Secamq Bdwards qmmnaci txa.nsferof
the Marshall Xslands health and envkmme.ntal zeseazch
pxogzam to Defense Pm3grams. Specifically,what is the
relevance of the _Jd=m Hatioti MbOratory medical
support program, the manag==t ~f .- DOE‘s Marshall Islaka
research vessel, the KId-Pacific Resea=.h IAoratory and the

... w~e-L%v@wF ~ZKO~’ a t@-TzGtilti _Tixo~d .
studies and swine pmvw * we appucation ..of‘Safeguti
C“, u refemcd in the 1982 memo?

F5M11Y, ~ tha Dq=ttaIentsof State and Iaterior and
the relevant ComaittW of Co~S infod About the
●pplication of ‘safeguard C= bring the negotiations of tho ~
compact of Pres Association with the llarshall ISl~dS amd the
●bsoqmnt •~f-a~ P--S @ * C~9=-5 ? 3etwe911 1984 U@
1985, the COWY=SS held -wal he=inge. A=oding to
Swtion 314 of the c

-T’
Ct of Free As600Lation (P*IO-

99-239 ),“a.dess 0th9- se S- the UM- S-tes SW not
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in the Marshall Ishnds ..test by detonation or dispose of
any nucl- weapon. .s”

According to the official dOCucE-ts of the status
Iiegotiatiom, this language was specifically agreed to in
January 1980 by the Udted *=8 and the MarshaM- Islands
and was lncorpoxzM=d in sobseqw=t ve+=ti- . I find it
disturbing that the DOE official.in charge of the nuckar
weapons ~am was ad-atig a oontingenqg plan to resume
-atmospheric nnclear weapons tist.izlgin the Marshall Islands,
some *o years afl=r * U.S- a~ to ban such taste during
* compact Il13gotiations.

As ~ kliOW, thiS pzmblem = broqht out by the ~ople
of * Roagel* Atoll ~ t~ -~ -1-” In 1954r-Y
were exposed to high radiation fallmt doses fzmm a nuclear

. .weapons test, lomwn as ‘Ernvow= Sim.ceM time. the DOB ha=
.been s-dying “-thektith aff== of MS -o~- ~~9-’Y
and is supposed to be provi~ medicti asalstance. A
significant fn=w-e - *I-M pbl- and an ~
leukemia death among Rong9bp children has W reported.
Duxing thle period, a great *1 of mi!mxustof Vle mE has
accumulated by the people of Rq@ap. In 1985r they fled
their homeland after a DOE study indicated that the Rongelap
Atoll W?3.S SbOUt 4As COn taminated as WJcbi and Rclewetakr where
the weapous wese detonated.

h response to thti plight,the Omgr=ss added a
prod.sion to tie cqa~ of ~ As=iation fi 1986~ ‘
authorizing an independent and comprehendive environment
assessmnt of Ron@aP Atollw A “phase 1- assessment has been
done which, unfotiunately, raises more questions than it
answers .

X am gratifiedthat you --C- in #m fall ot last
year that the DOE iS takin$ a fraoh bOk at the Rcmaf@ap
situation. Given thaso ciZ0W_C6S, 1 tOSpWt~Ully ~t
imlt you support an indqpndent “phase 11” assessment of tk@
radiological contaminat- of the Rongelap Atoll and to

... , pzovide Tlzun=.n—+tarhn as8&staxe 95 that the peopD3 of
“““Rongelap may resettlein a p~aca W- they can @?t access to

food and medical care. ‘EMs will go a long way towards
restoring DOE’s credi.bil.i~and that of the United States
MS important region of the world.

Attachment
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